Extract from vhe Craven Herald April 26 1876.

THE VILLAGES OF CRAVEN 3JJ- Farnhill,

The commonly accepted derivation of the name of this village
is Fern Hill, or the hill of Tferns. ferhaps a learned etymologist
would go deeper into the question and find some fér fetched
origin, but the one we have named has at least the merit of being
applicable.

On the hill, or moor, sbove the village, grow an almost
unlimi tced quantity of ferns, or ™brackens' as the are commonly
termed; which, when cut and dried, fulfil the somewhat lowly
duty of forming bedding for sundry members of the porcine race,
as a substitute for straw.

Having arrived at Kildwick station, we must go throush the
village of Kildwick to get to Fernhill. We must also go through

or under, the ™ Culverty" as it is called. This is an aqueduct

~ over which the cantl passes, and under WOICh IS the roatto e

Farnhill, Seeing that the road end cenal are at this point almost
parallel, of a necessity,\the arch is built on the * Skew" principle
which causes it To be of an unusual length. This culvert is supposed
by the children of the heighborbood, to be inhabited by a somewhat

nondescript being,called a "Guytrash", or goblin.

- Some of our correspondents to the "Notes and queries" colum,
might give some information sbout this mysterious being, its
origin, &f., as it is supposed also to inhabit other parts of the
gouniry. AT one tire, this place was a werror to those who had 1o
travell after dark because df only moderately dark in the open air
here it is cuite dark. Rather a better state of things has come abow
0% lave years, for a gas lamp has been pliced st eack end, which
gerves thoroughly to illuminate it, Now and thén though,'the auestion
ar ises "Who is to pay?" when for some weeks peniimgrthe settlement

of This all irportant gquestion darkmess prevails, as of yore.
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It would, we venture to Think,-be well if the people of
Farnhill could meke some final and definite arrangement.for the
lighting of this place so that the gquestion should not turn up
as it has done every winter, Surely a very slight addition to the
rates would raise the reguired amount, =

As we emerge ILrom the culvert our avtention is attracted
by a building of a very pecakiar description, and the stranger
naturelly asks what it is., It is a mill, the property of Messrs,
Yrcen Bros., who, when it was built, were unable to get rid of a
tenant who occupied a cottage which stood, and still stands on
ground, which it was their intention to enclose inside the mill
wall. ds 8 conse quence they were obliged to content themselves with
a shorter building then thsy had originally intended, and erect a
teﬂ@oréry end, which is built of bricks resting on the beams whiéh
; support the verious floors, giving this part of the building a

" wattle and daub" appearance,

t
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weaving by Messrs,, GeeennBros., is also partly occupied by Mr, T,
Denni son for weeaving.

A little higher up we come to Messrs, Akeds Mill, used for
SPinning and the various processes in connection, Then there is Whe
mill belonging to Mr, 3, Watson on the Skipton road, partly occupied
by him as & place for spinning etc, and partly by EESSTSVJ.
Stephenson and Cec,, for weaving., Here, too, are the gas works,
which supply the villages oi Kildwick and Parnhill, In addition t®o
these three mills, there is =%ill .another in the township of Farnhill

viz, Aireside mill,

Many of the Farnhill people are employed here. On the
whode, Farnhill folk have no reason to complain of lack of. choive in
the matter of ﬁho they will work for, for in addition to.the four
mills we have named there are several others in the immediate
neighbourhood where they find employment. 4t one time Farnhill
people were extensively employed in wool combing, but when combing

machines were introduced there were hard tires, till some other

employment coulu be obuaineu.
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This mill, @8 Well &s being used IOT Epinftng me . ———
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many parte of the village. This would scem to shew

Untill very recently Farmhill had notv made any progress in

the paiter of new buildings, but now new houses may be seen in

that the population

Lo}

is increasing, for the house as they are erected are cuickly benanted,
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Another thing that supports this idea is the extension of the
Primitive lethoaist Chepel, which had become too small for the comfort
accomouation of the congregation.

Farnhill consistcs of three divisions---= Earnnill, Middlewn

end High “arnhill, of which the Tirst named, Farnhill proper is

- coneiderably the largest. At the exireme boudary of High Fernhill

is Yarnhill Wood, the poperty of G.L. Fox Esquire, a pretty evtensive
-
nclosure consiting of young trees, planied 15 or 20 years ago,
when the old wood was rfelled,
This wood is famous for blackberries, nuts, etc., in Ghe

season and possibly tThose who are of a sporting frame of mind could

finc other attractions. We would recommend those who intend Go pay

e

this place a Visit to go I clolheés OF the IOWSHT TETICTVIITE —oF ———
otherwise after a short stgy they will fina them considerably
deteriorated,

In this paré of garnhill is situate Yernnill Hall, the-
residence of James Slingsby Bsquire, a sonﬁwhaf ancient building,
on an eminence at the angle of +two vellies, and L m which as a
consgecuance a good view of the neighbouhood is obtained,

Leaving Farnhill Hall we pass =n enclosure with a broken
down aspect through which runs a stream of wvater. This is the village
pound, or pinfold, now fallen into disuse. These pounds may be seen
in various parts of the parish, although gll are long ago broken down.
It was necessary that grass and a good supply of water should be
provided, that the cattle impounded might not surfer hunger or thirst

during their convinement.

The micdle pert® of “arnhill (Middleton) consists of one
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short row of houses, chiefly the property of the Farnhill Oddrellows,
who have been a very strong lodge, embracing not only many Farnhill
ople, but a great many from surrounding villages, Their lodge

room, which forms part of the row, is the only public room in

Fgrnhill, and though very smell, it appesrs large enough for the
geeus of the villege,

If a larger room is recuirea for entertvainments or other
purposes, the Kildwick National School, close a2t hsG, answeres Ghe

purpose. It ig in this latter building that the Xilawick and =

Farnhill Floral and Vegetable Society held their exhibition last yeer

when for a first show, a very good gollection was di isplayed. We age
informed that, as a fair balence remains Irom last year, The committlee
intend to continue the exhiBition, so that, improving on last year's
experience, we may expect a rair show. It is intended to hold it on
the Saturday precescing the Parish Feast,

That the pepple of Earnhill are Tomd of gariening is sho
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by the great number of allotsments in the village. Judging from the

e

nunber of plots, we should think that thete are few Farnhill folk
who have not a garden.
Some months ago, end agitation was on foot for ensuring a

good supply ef water to the village, the sanitvary authorities havin

oQ

pronounced a great quantity of the water untit for use., At present,
the’exciuepeut appears to have died awgy, leaving no a“bareﬂu result
behind it. Pure water is, as we all know, necessary if we would hmve
good health, and we would hope Ghat the villagers knowing this will

try to secure for themselves a supply of gOOL wholesome water., Cu the
moor above tThe village There are a good many stone quarries, but the
stone is not of a very superior qualivy. Farnhill can boast of two

or tThree pleasure boavs, which are extensively patronised by the people

of the ¢istrict in the summer months. These ply on the canal, which
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runs parallel withw%he‘Village. Another consecuence of the close
} proximity to the can:l is that the lads of Marnhill are as a rule
P very good swimmers, A feature in Farnhill is the annual Primitive
Mgthodist enniversary service, held on Whit-Sundasy, on what is
kncwn as the arbour top. This service attracts numbers of people from
all parts of the perish, The Farnhill Brass Band iéyone of the
best in the district having been in exsistence some years, and is

under théleadership of Mr. R, Sugden.
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